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REQUEST FOR POLICY CONSIDERATION 

Introduced by: 

Mayor Matt Lavere 
Councilmember Cheryl Heitmann 

Subject: 

Electronic Cigarette Ordinance 

Requested Action: 

Date: July 2, 2019 

Agenda Item Number: 12D 

Council Action Date: July 15, 2019 

Direct Staff to draft a City Ordinance which bans the sale of all flavored tobacco 
products in Ventura, including e-cigarettes, oils, cigarillos, cigarettes and loose tobacco; 
prohibits new tobacco retail licenses within 1,000 feet of any school; and, establishes an 
annual tobacco retail licensing fee in an amount sufficient to provide necessary funds to 
enforce this new ordinance. 

Issue/Idea/Concern: 

Currently, California does not have any state laws that regulate the sale of menthol 
cigarettes or flavored non-cigarette tobacco products. Yet emerging trends show that 
action is necessary in order to protect the health and welfare of our community's youth. 

Flavored tobacco products are considered "starter" products that help establish long
term tobacco use, and they are particularly appealing to youth. Thanks to tobacco 
companies' marketing efforts, our youth are significantly more likely to use flavored 
tobacco products, particularly menthol cigarettes, and disproportionately bear the 
burden of tobacco-related harm. 
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According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, tobacco use remains the 
leading preventable cause of death in the United States, causing more than 440,000 
deaths each year and resulting in an annual cost of more than $75 billion in direct 
medical costs 

Nationally, e-cigarette usage by high school students increased 78% between 2017-
2018. In Ventura, the 2018 California Healthy Kids Survey showed that 3 out of 5 
Ventura eleventh graders admitted to having tried an e-cigarette. This is particularly 
concerning because youth who vape are 3 times more likely to smoke cigarettes within 
a year. 

Research has shown that young people are disproportionately attracted to sweet and 
fruity flavors compared to adults. In fact, young people report flavors being one of the 
main reasons why they try using JUULs or other pod-based systems. Youth also 
perceive the flavored liquid in e-cigarettes flavored liquid as less harmful. 

The tobacco industry uses advertisements of pod-based systems including colorful 
images, youthful models, and social justice themes to target young people. Tobacco 
companies often go so far as to pay social media influencers popular with our youth to 
peddle their products. 

Of more concern is the location of our tobacco retailers. There are 117 tobacco 
retailers in the City of Ventura, and 34 of these retailers (nearly a 1/3 of all retailers) are 
within a thousand feet of a school. 

As extensive research shows that they are more appealing to young people, most 
flavored cigarettes have been banned since 2009. Yet thee-cigarette industry has yet 
to be regulated in this way. The City of Ventura has the opportunity to stand up to the 
disturbing tactics of the tobacco industry by adopting an ordinance which bans the sale 
of flavored e-cigarettes. Similar to the FDA ban on flavored cigarettes imposed by the 
2009 Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act, we ask our colleagues to 
join with us in asking our City Attorney to draft for our consideration an ordinance. 


